
The source for services designed to enhance the lives of children and adults with autism and related developmental disabilities

Dynamic training workshops designed for professionals and parents, developed by Andy Bondy, Ph.D.  and Lori Frost, M.S. CCC/SLP

2011 

PECS (Picture Exchange Communication System) & the Pyramid Approach to Education

Training Workshops 

C a l l  4 1 6 - 5 4 6 - P E C S  ( 7 3 2 7 )  o r  v i s i t  w w w. p e c s - c a n a d a . c o m

March to August



To inquire about bringing any of these dynamic training and consultation services to your organization, please call 416-546-PECS.

PECS Basic Training
This intense two-day training uses presenter demonstrations, video examples and role-play opportunities to teach participants to effectively implement 
the Picture Exchange Communication System. It begins with an overview of the Pyramid Approach to Education to explore the key components 
of designing effective educational environments. Strategies for creating an abundance of communication opportunities through-out the day are 
shared. Each of the six Phases of PECS, including attributes, will be discussed and feedback on implementation provided. Participants will leave the 
workshop with a fundamental understanding of how to implement PECS with individuals with autism, related developmental disabilities, and/or limited 
communication skills.

PECS Advanced Training 
Part I of this workshop, PECS Review, Practice and Problem Solving, focuses on a thorough review of how to implement PECS.  Topics include a review of 
the most common implementation problems, discrimination difficulties and cutting edge problem solving strategies.  During Part II, Incorporating PECS 
Across the Day, participants will learn strategies for incorporating PECS across an entire day within functional contexts with expectations for the student 
to use language beyond single picture requests.  Advanced PECS lessons that teach a variety of linguistic concepts and syntactical structures are also 
explored in depth.  All participants must have previously attended a PECS Basic Training (2-Day) Workshop.

Teaching Critical Communication Skills: 
Help!  I can’t Wait to ask for a Break ... and more!

Individuals with complex communication needs must master certain critical communication skills if they are to function independently in home, 
community, school and/or vocational settings.  One set of critical skills deals with expressive communication - skills individuals need to convey important 
messages to others.  Specific skills include: requesting reinforcers; requesting help; requesting break; acceptance and rejection skills. Teaching these 
skills helps to ensure that each individual is able to calmly and effectively communicate their wants and needs, which may decrease the frequency of 
contextually inappropriate behaviours.  A second set of critical skills relates to receptive communication - a person’s ability to understand important 
messages from others. Specific skills include: waiting; following directions; schedule following and transitions. Failure to understand such messages may 
be distressing and/or dangerous for the individual.  In order to reduce contextually inappropriate behaviours that may occur as the result of skill deficits 
in this area, we need to build effective receptive communication skills. 

This one-day workshop emphasizes the importance of teaching both expressive and receptive communication skills in a manner that enhances 
spontaneity and functionality. Concrete strategies for teaching skills such as “help”, “break”, “wait” and enhancing the effectiveness of visual supports, such 
as visual schedules and visual picture following, will be shared.  The strategies provided are relevant for anyone with complex communication needs, 
regardless of their communication modality (e.g. PECS, signing, speech). This workshop is a must for anyone working and/or living with people with 
complex communication needs.  It is an important adjunct to training in PECS, but also stands alone for those who have not completed PECS training.  
Parents, care givers, and professionals alike will benefit from this day.

Who Should Attend? 

•   Anyone who would like to learn to implement PECS with individuals 
without a functional communication system, including those  who wish 
to refine their PECS teaching skills

•   Speech/Language Pathologists and Communication Disorders Assistants
•  Teachers & Educational Assistants 
•  Home & Centre-Based Therapists
•  Behaviour Analysts
•  Psychologists & Social Workers
•  Occupational Therapists
•  Program Administrators 
•  Parents & Family Members

What You’ll Learn:
•  The key components to designing effective learning environments
•  Strategies to create an abundance of opportunities for communication
•  Strategies to teach communication using a behaviour analytic orientation   
•   How to implement all six Phases of PECS (including attributes) with 

target individuals
•  The criteria for transitioning from PECS to other communication 
    modalities

Registration Time:  8:00am - 8:30am  •  Agenda:  8:30am - 4:30pm

Registration Time:  8:00am - 8:30am  •  Agenda:  8:30am - 4:30pm

What You’ll Learn:

•  How to identify and evaluate the nine critical communication skills

•  How to design effective teaching strategies to promote these skills independent of modality

•  How to use visual strategies in the most effective manner

•  How to incorporate these skills into functional activities and routines

Registration Time:  8:00am - 8:30am  •  Agenda:  8:30am - 4:30pm

PECS Basic Training Registration Includes:
 2nd Edition PECS Training Manual (a $75 value) 

Detailed Handouts with space for note-taking

and a PECS Data Forms CD

   

March 3 & 4, 2011
Halifax, NS

(Early registration  
deadline:  Jan 20)

March 30 & 31, 2011
London, ON

(Early registration  
deadline:  Feb 16)

PECS Basic Training*
 Professional $450    •  Parent/Student $400

Early Registration rate for professionals: $400 
Early Registration rate for parents/students: $350 

Call for group discounts

PECS Advanced Training
 Professional $350    •  Parent/Student $300

Early Registration rate for professionals: $300 
Early Registration rate for parents/students: $250 

Call for group discounts

Cancellations:  Cancellations must be received 21 days prior to the workshop start date to receive a full refund.  Cancellations received 21 days prior to the workshop start date 
up until the day prior to the workshop start date are not eligible for a refund.  However, registration fees can be applied toward a future Pyramid hosted workshop. Cancellations 
received on or after the start day of the workshop are not eligible for refunds or credits.
Confirmations: A receipt of registration will be emailed or faxed within ten business days after your registration is received.  If you do not receive a confirmation, please contact our 
business office.  Confirmations will include further details regarding the training workshop.

Registration Form

 
For more information, please call  416-546-7327 (PECS)

Attendee:   (Please print clearly)

__________________________________________________________      _________________________________________       ________________________________________________
 Name                             Job Title                                   Phone                                              

_______________________________________________________           ______________________________________________
 Email  Address     Fax

_________________________________________________________     ___________________________________       _____________________________       ______________________
Address                                                             City               Province                                             Postal Code

                                            

__________________________________________________________________    _______________________________________      __________________________________________ 
Name/ Organization                                               Contact                      Phone

_________________________________________________________     ___________________________________       ______________________________     ______________________
Address                                                                                                       City                                                              Province                     Postal Code

 

                        -       $     .  
    Account Number                                                                                                    Expiration Date                                    Amount 

    Cheque Enclosed #_____________________          Purchase Order Enclosed  #_______________________      

Method of Payment:       Visa        MasterCard

Bill To:

Registration must be accompanied by full payment.  Registrations without payment will not be accepted and admittance will not be guaranteed.

  Workshop Registering For:  

Spring 2011

 

____________________________         _____________________________________________                  
 Date                                Location                                                                   

By Mail: Mail with payment to  Pyramid Educational Consultants of Canada, Inc.   
P.O. Box 74515, 270 The Kingsway,  Etobicoke, ON  M9A 3T0
By Fax:  If you prefer to fax us your registration, you can do so at  
416-546-7321.

(Please Note: An email address or a fax number is required in order to send confirmation information)

Group Discounts:  Pyramid offers discounts to groups of five individuals or more.  Please contact us directly to learn more about these saving opportunities, 
416-546-7327 or aumpleby@pecs.com.  Group registrations and payments must be received together.

Teaching Critical  
Communication Skills: 

Help!  I can’t Wait to ask for a Break ... and more!
 Professional/Parent/Student   002$

Early Registration rate: $150

   Basic Training   Advanced Training           Teaching Critical Communication Skills

Registration for Advanced PECS Training & 
Teaching Critical Communication Skills Includes:

    Professional rate            Parent/Student rate

*PECS Basic Training also available in FRENCH in Fall 2011!  La formation PECS est disponible en français en l’automne 2011!  Visit www.pecs-canada.com for details

April 20, 2011
St. John’s, NL

(Early registration  
deadline:  Mar 9)

 

What You’ll Learn:
•  How to describe and implement the Picture Exchange Communication System

•  How to critque examples of PECS lessons

•  How to design advanced PECS lessons 

•  How to analyze a classroom day and program communicative opportunities into all activities 

March 1 & 2, 2011
Halifax, NS

(Early registration deadline: Jan 18)

March 28 & 29,  2011
London, ON

(Early registration deadline: Feb 14)

April 18 & 19, 2011
St. John’s, NL

(Early registration deadline: Mar 7)

May 2 & 3, 2011
Ottawa, Ontario

(Early registration deadline: March 23)

May 30 & 31, 2011
Montréal, Quebec   *ENGLISH*

(Early registration deadline: April 18)

August 29 & 30, 2011
Markham, ON

(Early registration deadline: July 18)

Detailed Handouts with space for note-taking, 
Certificate of Attendance • Contintental Breakfast



Please visit our website to view available training products
and download a Product Catalogue.

www.pecs-canada.com
Online ordering now available!

www.pecs-canada.com


